CARLISLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)
305 Market Street, Carlisle, IA 5004
515-989-0176
Email: carlislechristianc@gmail.com
Website: carlislechristianchurch.com

December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

(Violet is the color of this Day)

FB: Carlisle Christian Church — DOC
Reverend Kristin Pike
Organist: Justin Chastain
Greeters: Judy, Alma, Sarah

Welcome to everyone who is
visiting with us today; we pray
you will feel blessed as we share
Christ’s love.

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARY

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. TODAY after worship is Q&A with Pastor Kristin. Stay to go deeper and learn even more.

2. The CWF senior ladies Christmas party is Monday, Dec. 8th at 1:30p in the double classroom.

3. We are meeting at the church building on Dec 11th at 1:45p to travel to Meals from the Heartland (357
Lincoln St) to help with “The Gift of Hope Christmas Pack.” Let Judy Watkins (515-681-1741) or Nancy
Cumberland (515-481-3804) know asap if you want to go, too.

4. Soup potluck is next Sunday Dec 14" followed by caroling. Please let Pastor Kristin know if you have
someone you would like the carolers to visit AND let her know if you would like to go caroling also.

5. CCA Spirit of Christmas program - Our church will be adopting three families for Christmas supplying
gift cards and grocery cards along with a box of fresh food. Your donations are very much
appreciated! Checks may be made payable to the church with "Christmas families” on the memo line by
Sunday, December 14th.

6. Mitten Tree-We would like to collect warm mittens, gloves, hats and socks for the Carlisle School District
students. These will be donated to the school in mid-January. Items may be placed in the white donation
box in the coat room or the back room on the table.

7. Personal Care Bags - We will be collecting personal care items to place in bags for the homeless to be
donated at the end of January. Items needed include: shampoo, shower gel, soap, shower puff,
toothpaste, toothbrush, dental floss, cotton swabs, deodorant, small tissue packs, band-aids, feminine
hygiene products, etc. These items may be placed in the white donation box in the coat room or the back
room on the table.

8. Blessing Box - We are requesting non-food items - personal hygiene items, paper products, cleaning and
laundry supplies and will be discontinuing food items at this time. Thank you for your assistance.

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARY

Gloria Graham 12/2 Sandee Zirkelbach 12/2 Craig and Kayla Price 12/3
Rev. Bob Zirkelbach 12/4 Kay Tilton 12/6

Craig Price 12/10 Sarah Lamb 12/20

PLEASE INCLUDE IN YOUR PRAYERS: (Please call the church office (515-989-0176) or contact an Elder to add/remove names. )

Our friends in Care Centers:  Gordy Kain  Joe Lang  Patsy Overton
Friends and family members: Cathie Berg Sandee Zirkelbach  Randy Skoglund (Sandee Zirkelbach’s brother)

REMEMBERING THOSE IN MILITARY SERVICE

Justin Miller (Okinawa) Tara Wesner (IN) Joshua Wesner (IN)

COMING UP

Monday, Dec 8t CWF Seniors Christmas Lunch @ 1:30p
Finance, Property, Evangelism @ 5:30p

Tuesday, Dec 9t Advent Study @ 10:00a CCC; 6:30p CUPC

Wednesday, Dec 10t Getting to Know Your Bible @ 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec 11t Meals from the Heartland @ 1:45p

Sunday, Dec 14t Sunday School @ 9:00 a.m.

Fellowship @ 10:00 a.m.
Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Greeters: Diaconate Team #2



Potluck and Caroling
**Please stand if you are able

LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER AND PRAISE GOD!

**Hymn of Praise #119 “0 Come, O Come Emmanuel”

** Call to Worship

: We gather together in this place:

: prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
: we who dare to imagine a world renewed;

: we who dare to dream God’s dream.

: We watch with Malachi.

: God’s peace will soon appear.

: The hills and valleys will meet,

: and all things will be at rest.

: We long for a world restored, renewed.

: The fire of justice burns in our hearts.

: Come and worship, all you who dream and wait.
: We have come to wonder and praise.
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**Opening Prayer

God of promises, your vision for peace stretches our imaginations, pushing us beyond platitudes and
stirring up the fire of justice in our hearts. Show us our place and our purpose in leveling mountains and
raising valleys, in straightening roads and clearing pathways. We pray as people of anticipation, who long
for peace with anxious energy as we await the arrival of Christ among us. Amen.

Advent Candle Lighting Judy Watkins, Emily Nordyke

The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways. Its impact cannot be
contained in any one perspective. The element of the story we focus on changes how we hear it, how we
imagine it, and how we experience it. We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new,
unknown story to unfold.

What we often see in paintings or nativities is a peaceful still life of the blessed family, Mary, Joseph, and
Jesus. But we know babies are not always quiet. If something is wrong or they need attention, they cry out
regardless of what anyone else is saying or doing. Those around the baby must choose to respond to their
cries. The same is true of injustice. When needs go unmet or injustice occurs, the cries of those affected rise
in hopes of being heard by those nearby. A cry is a call for peace. Peace in an unfed belly, peace for safety
and security, peace to be clean and have dignity. The infant Jesus, broke the silence, crying out to bring
peace to the world. Jesus, like Malachi and the other prophets before him, calls us in the loudest of cries to
peace.

We light the candle of peace because peace requires us to pay attention to the needs of those around us.

**Hymn of Gratitude (on the screen) “While We Are Waiting, Come”
Scripture Reading: Malachi 3:1-6a & Isaiah 40:3-11 Alma Coon
Sermon Rev. Kristin Pike

Affirmation of Hope

Let us affirm God’s gift of God’s courageous and prophetic peace:

We believe in a courageous and prophetic peace - a peace founded through sacrificial love and a relentless
pressing in toward places of pain and wounding. We commit to justice as peace, and embrace repentance
and humility as foundational steps. We believe there is always more to learn and understand - that a
posture of curiosity and grace leads us to the heart of God and one another. We believe in pursuing



shalom, a whole-bodied peace, for all God’s creation; seeking peace in families; peace in neighborhoods;
peace between nations; peace for Mother Earth; and peace in the quiet depths of our own souls. We
believe in praying for peace; speaking peace over those torn apart by painful divided in streets and
conversations; peace for those holding deep grief; peace for those buried under heartache, chaos, and
unanswered questions. We trust this peace is not just a dream, but a promise. With Jesus as the Giver of
Peace, we claim anew the deep peace within us, committing to channel it through love and power in all
that we say and do.

Special Music Justin Chastain

Joys and Concerns
Moment of Silence for Meditation
Pastoral Prayer followed by the Lord’s Prayer (use debts and debtors)

Service of Communion
If you believe Jesus is the Christ, our risen Savior, come to the Table

Communion Hymn, (on the screen) “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
Prayer for the Elements Rev. Kristin Pike

Please come forward to collect the elements and return to your seat so we can partake together. If you are unable to come
forward, please ask someone to bring the elements to you.

Offering Meditation Gloria Graham, Elder
**Doxology (pg 46)

**Prayer for the Gifts Gloria Graham, Elder
**Hymn of Invitation #135 “Blessed Be the God of Israel”
**Charge

Go forth from this place, allowing God to forge you into instruments of peace for the hard work of
peacemaking in our families, church, community, and world. Making peace requires us to enter into
spaces of conflict. So may God harden our resolve, not our hearts; strengthen our will, not our arms;
sharpen our minds, not our words. May we listen to the cries of others in the wilderness, guarding
our hearts from being defensive or indifferent. And may we be moved to peace not for the sake of
avoiding an argument, but for the sake of the gospel.

**Benediction Rev. Kristin Pike
You go nowhere by accident. Wherever you go, God is sending you. Wherever you are, God has put you there.
God has a purpose in your being there. Christ lives in you and has something to do through you wherever you
are. Believe this and go in the grace, and love, and power of Jesus Christ. Amen.

**Closing (on the screen) “He Came Down”

He wilt feed His flock
like a shepherd:

N Hewill gather the
"‘  lambs with His arm:
- And carry them
i His bosom,

And gently lead those
who are with young
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